
Minutes of Regular Meeting, September 11, 2012 

Board of Directors 

Waller County Appraisal District 

 

The regular meeting of the Waller County Appraisal District Board of Directors was held 

in the board room of the Waller County Appraisal District at 9:10 a.m. on Tuesday, 

September 11, 2012 with the following members present:  Mr. Royce Rape, Mr. Tom 

Paben, Mr. Tim Junek and Mrs. Ann Davis 

 

Members absent: Mrs. Ellen Shelburne and Mr. Joe Garcia 

    

Also present:  Chris Barzilla, Chief Appraiser 

   Becky Gurrola, Recording Secretary 

   Elaine Gross, Bookkeeper 

   Norma Fausto, Jurisdiction Clerk 

   David J. Piwonka, Tax Collector, Katy ISD  

   Doyleen Fairchild, Director of Appraisal 

   Johnny Boyd, 9-1-1- Coordinator 

   Vince Yokum, Hempstead Economic Development 

   Hugh Landrum Jr., Hugh Landrum and Associates 

   Yancey Scott, Asst. County Engineer 

 

Chief Appraiser, Chris Barzilla, certified the provisions of section 551.001 Texas 

Government Code had been complied with in connection with the public notice of the 

meeting. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Royce Rape at 9:10 a.m. 

 

 

MINUTES  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes 

of the regular meeting from April 24, 2012. 

 

 MOTION:  Mrs. Ann Davis 

 SECOND:  Mr. Tom Paben 

      VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

 

REAPPRAISAL Chris stated that the district is required by Section 6.05 of   

PLAN the Tax Code, to approve a Reappraisal Plan every two 

years.  The district added a few more details to the plan 

such as areas that will be targeted for review along with 

taking pictures of homes and businesses.   

 

 

 

 



 

Minutes of Regular Meeting   September 11, 2012   Page 2 

 

 

 A motion was made and seconded to approve the 

reappraisal plan for 2013 and 2014. 

 

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Royce Rape 

 SECOND:  Mr. Tom Paben 

      VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

           

CONSIDERATION AND Chris Barzilla remarked that the budget was sent out to all             

ADOPTION OF BUDGET of the entities and that the proposed budget had an overall 

increase of $7,371 over 2012 budget.  Chris Barzilla went 

on to talk about the differences in each category.  The 

district added a new line item in the 2013 budget for 

Pictometry.  Chris Barzilla presented Mr. Matthew Thomas 

who gave a short presentation to the board and how 

Pictometry would benefit the district along with other 

government offices within the county.  Chris Barzilla also 

commented on how the legal fees were mounting up this 

year due to litigation and that the district would be cutting 

it close by the end of this fiscal year. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the 2013 

budget. 

 

MOTION:  Mrs. Ann Davis 

 SECOND:  Mr. Royce Rape 

      VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

 

APPROVAL OF  Chris Barzilla asked that the board adopt the 2013  

WCAD CALENDAR  calendar.  Chris also mentioned that the proposed calendar  

    has the same number of holidays as the previous year.  

 

    A motion was made and seconded to approve the calendar. 

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Royce Rape 

 SECOND:  Mr. Tom Paben 

                 VOTE: Unanimous 
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PROFESSIONAL  Chris Barzilla stated that Hugh L. Landrum and Associates 

CONTRACT                  has appraised the district’s utilities, minerals, pipelines and 

railroads, and selected industrial properties.  They have 

done this since the inception of the appraisal district.  The 

proposed contract for the 2013-2014 contract years will 

remain at $48,000.  

 

 Chris Barzilla introduced Hugh Landrum Jr. with Hugh L. 

Landrum and Associates. Chris Barzilla stated that he felt 

that Landrum and Associates has done a great job. Hugh 

Landrum Jr. spoke on behalf of the firm and commented on 

what their office would be doing.  Hugh Landrum Jr. also 

stated that their office would be coming back in December 

to make a presentation over the current mineral status in 

Waller County.  Mr. Tim Junek asked the question if the 

Comptroller’s office ever checked the values of the 

industrial properties.  Mr. Hugh Landrum stated that the 

Comptroller’s office did not but they only checked the 

categories that made of 5% of the roll. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to the approve Hugh L. 

Landrum and Associates contract in which they will 

appraise the district’s minerals, utilities, and other complex 

properties. 

 

MOTION:  Mrs. Ann Davis 

 SECOND:  Mr. Royce Rape 

      VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

 

AUDITOR Chris Barzilla said that the district is required to have its 

financial records audited at least once a year.  Seidel, 

Schroeder and Company audited the district’s financial 

records in 2011.  The district was pleased with the final 

audit and requested that the board approve Seidel, 

Schroeder and Company as the auditor for 2012.  The 

proposed cost will not exceed $6,200 per the audit 

engagement letter provided to the district. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to approve as the 

district’s auditor. 
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MOTION:  Mr. Royce Rape 

 SECOND:  Mr. Tom Paben 

      VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

INTERN Chris Barzilla remarked that the district was approached by 

Prairie View A & M to allow one of the students to work as 

an intern.  This would provide the university students work 

experience opportunities.  Chris Barzilla went on to say that 

this would be a non paid position and that the district would 

also be not liable for any work related injuries.  The 

district’s attorney Mr. Jim Evans would write a letter or 

contract that Mr. Taylor would be aware that the Waller 

County Appraisal District would not be responsible.  Mrs. 

Ann Davis commented that she thought that it would be a 

good idea. Mr. Tim Junek asked who would be responsible 

for keeping up his hours.  Chris Barzilla stated that as Chief 

Appraiser he would have to fill out paper work and be 

responsible for Zachary Taylor and that he met all 

requirements needed for the university. 

 

 A motion was made and seconded to allow Zachary Taylor 

to work for the appraisal district. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Royce Rape 

 SECOND:  Mrs. Ann Davis 

      VOTE:  Unanimous 

 

 

CHIEF APPRAISER Chris Barzilla said that an evaluation of the Chief  

EVALUATION Appraiser is required to be done on an annual basis.  The 

board opted to do the evaluation at the December meeting. 

 

 

LITIGATION UPDATE Chris Barzilla went over the 2012 lawsuits that were the 

results from the ARB hearings. Two of the lawsuits were 

over Dealer’s Heavy Equipment Inventory.  Mr. Hugh 

Landrum Jr. also explained the new law that became 

effective January 1, 2012 and what it means and what 

qualifies as heavy equipment inventory.   Chris Barzilla 

also stated that the district had settled three (3) previous  
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 lawsuits and is waiting on the signed agreed judgments 

from the judge.  

 

 

APPRAISAL EFFORT Chris Barzilla mentioned that the appraisers are out in the 

field working on the 2013 tax year.  Chris Barzilla also 

stated that the district is currently looking at all wildlife 

exemptions to verify that the taxpayers are doing what is 

required of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

 

    Chairman, Board of Directors 

_______________________ 

Date: 

 

 

    ______________________________ 

    Secretary, Board of Directors 

 

 

 
 


